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Pest Identification

O Be Prepared i Know your enemy and recognize the damage that they
cause

O Be familiar with the life stages & life cycle of the pest
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Leafminer i Liriomyza trifolii
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Leafminer - Liriomyza trifolil

Damage

4

0

Punctures caused by females feeding
and ovipositioning (egg deposition) will
cause stippling of the leaves

Major damage is caused by mining of
the larvae within the mesophyll in an
irregular (serpentine) pattern

Start to see mines in 4 days

Excessive mining can reduce the level
of photosynthesis in the plant and
cause premature leaf drop

Generally unsightly
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Life CyCIe (approx. 19 days)

Egg: deposited just below the epidermis
(2-3 days)

Larva: small, maggot-like worm that
feeds on the mesophyll
(3 instars feed)

4" Instar: Non-feeding stage before
pupation.

Pupa: Formed within last larval skin~ hard
pupal case

Adult: Females live 13-18 days
Males live 2-3 days

Females 35 eggs per day

Egg laying 127 30°C /5471 86°F
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Aphids

0

Suborder of Homoptera, Family
Aphididae

Small pear-shaped, soft-bodied, sap-
sucking insects (1-10 mm)

Often green, but the color can vary by
species and host plant they feed on

Prefer to feed on young tips and
terminals, flower buds, stems

Asexual reproduction, gives birth to
live nymphs

When populations become high,
winged aphids are produced and
disperse to other plants
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Aphids
Damage

U Piercing-sucking mouth parts
U Feeding by aphids results in::

- Reduction of plant vigor
Curled/distorted leaves > yellow foliage

Honeydew, sooty mold and cast skins
found on leaves and fruits

Virus transmission

Unsalable plants

U Most common aphids in greenhouse

- Myzus persicae A green peach aphid

- Aphis gossypii A cotton aphid / melon
aphid
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General biology of aphids in nature ); f\

Winter host mmmer host
/Pa*hoge”eﬂc Wingless females
females

(apterae)

Winter egg

and females

Winged males

Winged females

(alates)
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Characteristics of aphids

O«

Aphids can be identified by :

O«

Shape of body
Color

O¢ O«

Length of antennae

O¢

Fore head (antennal tubercle)

O¢

Siphons / cornicle
Cauda

O¢ O«

Length
Hairs

O¢ O«

Shape

O¢

Legs (length
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Potato Aphid - Macrosiphum euphorbiae

Size: 2.5-3.8 mm
Most common green

Dark stripe in the middle of the
back

Head without antennal tubercles
Antennae longer than body
Siphons long and cylindrical
Cauda: colorless and long

O« O¢ 0O«

O« O« O¢ O«
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