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Alert
Year 4 Begins: 
e-GRO Alert Starts New 

Production Season  

We have expanded to include 10 Floriculture Ex-
tension Specialists:  Drs. Chris Currey of Iowa State 
University and Neil Mattson of Cornell University.  
In addition, we would like to thank this season's 
VSRQVRUV��$PHULFDQ�)ORUDO�(QGRZPHQW��*ULIÀQ�
Greenhouse Supplies, Philips, and Fine Americas. 

by Brian E. Whipker
bwhipker@ncsu.edu

Figure 1. The e-GRO.org website now also includes Research Reports and 
will host recordings of our webinars.  Also check out e-GRO University for 
training videos.

We are back for the 2015 
spring season with the 
fourth year of e-GRO Alert.  
We have also added two 
new contributors: Dr. Chris 
Currey of Iowa State Uni-
versity and Dr. Neil Mattson 
of Cornell University. So 
now the team includes 10 
extension specialists from 
eight states. 
 
The goal of the newsletter 
is to let growers know of 
insect, disease, nutrition-
al, or physiological growth 
situations that are occur-
ring in production green-
houses.  So then you know 
what to be on the look out 
for.  

2015 Sponsors

We will send out weekly 
updates during the spring 
2015 cropping cycle start-
ing in the week of Janu-
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ary 19th through mid-May. 
The format will focus on 
a single problem, man-
agement strategies, and 
contain color photographs.  
This format will make all 
articles searchable on our 
website (e-gro.org).  You 
will receive an email noti-
ÀFDWLRQ�WKDW�D�QHZ�DUWLFOH�
is posted on the website.  
Then you can download the 
article if it is of interest.  
To subscribe to the news-
letter, go to the following 
web address (http://e-gro.
com/alerts.php), and click 
on the orange SUBSCRIBE 
button.

We would like to thank 
the American Floral En-
dowment, Philips, Grif-
ÀQ�*UHHQKRXVH�6XSSOLHV��
Inc, and Fine Americas for 
providing funding for this 
years newsletter.

Also, check out our webi-

nar schedule under the 
Webinar tab.  The Webi-
nars will be recorded, so 
you can also watch them 
later if desired.

:DQW�WR�ÀQG�RXW�ZKDW�FRRO��
new things we are involved 
in?  We also have a new ad-
dition of Research Reports 
to keep you updated.  

Here is a brief introduction 
to who will be contribut-
ing.

Nora Catlin – Earned a 
Ph.D. in Plant, Soils, and 
Insect Science from the 
University of Massachu-
setts Amherst (2005).  She 
joined Cornell Coopera-
tive Extension of Suffolk 
County in 2005 as the 
Floriculture Specialist 
where she has extension 
and research responsibili-
ties.  Through educational 
programs and publica-
tions, applied research and 
demonstrations, as well as 
individual consultations, 
Nora provides Long Island 
growers of greenhouse and 
ÁRULFXOWXUH�FURSV�ZLWK�XS�
to-date information and 
recommendations for crop 
selection, crop produc-
WLRQ��SHVW�LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ�
and management, business 
management, environmen-
tal issues, and applicable 
regulations. 
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Cooperating Universities

In cooperation with our 

local and state greenhouse 

organizations

Figure 2. The goal of e-GRO Alert is to keep you in-
formed about possible production problems.

 

Chris Currey - Chris is 
an Assistant Professor of 
Horticulture in the De-
partment of Horticulture 
at Iowa State University 
specializing in greenhouse 
and controlled-environ-
ment crop production. 
His research focuses on 

alternative greenhouse 
cropping systems, includ-
ing hydroponic culinary 
herb production, alterna-
tive mineral nutrition and 
fertilization strategies, 
and new uses for plant 
growth regulators. In addi-
tion to research, Chris also 
teaches four courses on 
greenhouse operations and 
management, hydroponic 
food crop production, and 
spring and fall ornamental 
greenhouse crop produc-
tion. His extension pro-
gram is focused on provid-
ing support for greenhouse 
growers in the Upper Mid-
west.
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Kristin Getter – Kristin is 
a Floriculture Outreach 
Specialist at Michigan State 
University with an 85% 
outreach and 15% research 
appointment.  Her cur-
rent research focus is on 
marketing ornamentals 
and applied production 
problems.  Kristin pro-
YLGHV�0LFKLJDQ�ÁRULFXOWXUH�
greenhouse growers with 
up-to-date information and 
recommendations for crop 
production and business 
management by offering 
educational programs, in-
dividual consultations, and 
publications.

Dan Gilrein – Extension 
Entomologist with Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of 
Suffolk County at the Long 
Island Horticultural Re-
search and Extension Cen-
ter, Riverhead, NY since 
1995 and previously served 
there as IPM Specialist with 
Cornell from 1987. In his 
current position he con-
ducts applied research on 
control of arthopod pests 
in food crops and on or-
namental plants, provides 
diagnostic services to the 
horticultural industries, 
and conducts educational 
programs and presenta-
tions for industry, govern-
PHQW�RIÀFLDOV��FLYLF�JURXSV�
and the public on pests and 
pest management.

Brian A. Krug – Extension 
Assistant Professor/Spe-
cialist at the University of 
New Hampshire.  His re-
search foci have been the 
use of plant growth regula-
tors on bedding and potted 
crops and plant nutrition.  
In addition to his research 
activities he is active in 
using technologies such as 
computers and the Inter-
net to deliver information 
and tools to growers in the 
ÁRULFXOWXUH�LQGXVWU\���([-
amples of his work in this 
area include the FloriCAST 
podcast series and the 
GroCALC software pack-
age.  Brian has authored 
35 journal articles, and 50 
magazine/extension publi-
cations.
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Joyce Latimer – Professor 
and Floriculture Extension 
Specialist at Virginia Tech 
University.  She specializes 
in perennials, from produc-
tion, problem solving, and 
plant growth regulators. 
She also works with green-
house energy conservation 
and greenhouse vegetable 
production.  

Roberto G. Lopez – Associ-
ate Professor and Floricul-
ture Extension Specialist 
at Purdue University.  His 
principle research interests 
are: environmental stress 
DQG�ÁRZHULQJ�SK\VLRORJ\��
sustainable and controlled 
environment greenhouse 
propagation and produc-
tion, growth regulation, 
and production and mar-
keting of new crops.  Ro-
berto has authored 28 sci-
HQWLÀF�MRXUQDO�SXEOLFDWLRQV�
and 55 trade magazine and 
extension articles.  

Neil Mattson - Associate 
Professor and Greenhouse 
Extension Specialist at 
Cornell University. Neil 
serves the greenhouse 
industry by conducting 
applied research and out-
reach related to increas-
ing greenhouse production 
HIÀFLHQF\�ZKLOH�GHFUHDVLQJ�
energy, water, and fertil-
izer consumption. Recent 
research areas include: use 
of granular slow release 
fertilizer in bedding plant 
and vegetable transplant 
production, greenhouse 
supplemental lighting for 
YHJHWDEOH�FURSV��ÀQLVKLQJ�
bedding plants in unheated 
high tunnels, and practices 
to enhance the retail shelf 
life of bedding plants.
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Paul Thomas – Professor 
RI�ÁRULFXOWXUH�DW�WKH�8QL-
versity of Georgia.  His 
research focuses on com-
mercial bedding plant 
and perennial production 
with emphasis on cultur-
al improvement of pan-
sies and vinca, growth 
control of container-
grown perennials, and 
HIÀFLHQW�XVH�RI�IHUWLOLW\��
He is also involved with 
extension and teach-
ing two undergraduate 
classes.

Brian E. Whipker – Pro-
fessor at NC State Uni-
versity working in the 
areas of plant nutrition, 
diagnostics and plant 
growth regulators. He 
has published 81 jour-
nal articles, a book on 
QXWULHQW�GHÀFLHQFLHV�RI�
bedding plants, 34 book 
chapters and over 260 
magazine articles. 


