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by-State details. Source: USDA NASS

Are you wondering who is growing what where? The most
comprehensive source for up-to-date horticulture crop
production data is the United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Census of Horticultural (CHS). The most recent CHS was
published in December of 2020, and can be found on the USDA
National Agriculture Statistics Service website here:

https: //www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/0nlin
e Resources/Census of Horticulture Specialties/index.php

The first census of horticulture crops was conductedin
1889, and the 2019 is the eleventh census focusing on
horticultural crops. Although previous surveys have included
respondents that have produced and sold $1,000 or $2,000
worth of horticultural specialty crops, the CHS has included
those operation producing an selling more than $10,000 worth
of horticulture cropssince 1998.
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controlled environment food crop

producers, some of the most important = ) -
information is likely going to be the
statistics on food crops grown under oy
protection. At the national level, as well i .
as state-by-state, data on the area : -1
number of producers, area under I -
production, production of crops (by - I
weight), and value of sales. These data o N I I B I B
are also presented on a national and ; v ] ol ] ] B

state-by-state level for specific food crops  Figure 1. A sample of the nation-wide (top) and state-by-state

: : . (bottom) crop production information for food crops grown under
grown under prOteCt]on’ ]nClUd]ng protection from the 2019 Census of Horticultural Specialties.
cucumbers, herbs, lettuce, peppers, Source: USDA NASS.

strawberries, tomatoes, and “other” (Fig.
1). An additional level of detail is provided
for the production (in weight) of food
crops under protection- the amount
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a wide range of other horticultural crops == *
are included, from floriculture crops to g I ! I
Christmas trees. Additional data are - : g
collected on value of assets, area in I &
production (including different types of i . 5 :
protective structures), and production 8
expenses (Fig. 2). ’ ;
There is a wealth of data available in
the CHS- but what can you do with it? For f
commercial producers, it can help better - L , o
Figure 2. Additional information contained in the 2019 Census of
understand the market for greenhouse- Horticultural Specialties, including value of assets, area in
and hyd roponical[y grown food crops. For production (including different types of protective structures), and
ey s production expenses
additional perspective and trends, there Source: USDA NASS.

are older CHS that can be used to
compare data to and identify trends that
can affect your business and opportunities
in the industry.
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